
  

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

Thank you to everyone who attended and assisted with our parish assembly that took place on Sunday, July 

24. There were about 200 parishioners in attendance and everyone had a chance to ask questions and provide 

feedback. The Assembly PowerPoint Presentation, Audience Feedback Results and the Q & A segment will be 

available on the parish website to view. Below are some of the Assembly Frequently Asked Questions. Due to 

the number of questions, we will be publishing a few each week as bulletin inserts and also posting to our 

website. I ask for your continued prayers, patience and understanding as we do all that we can to strengthen 

and grow our parish community for future generations. 

God Bless, 

Fr. John Lendvai 

 

PARISH ASSEMBLY FAQS 

 

1. What is the timeline on the process regarding buildings and why does it take so long?  

Canon Law dictates that grave cause must exist and a process must be followed to close a church building. 

Each Bishop determines the details of that process. In our Diocese, the process for closure of a building 

first begins with the Pastor contacting the Regional Vicar and Parish Services. The process must engage 

parishioners and key stakeholders, inform everyone of the steps involved, and gather feedback. Meetings 

are held with Clergy Team, Staff members, Councils and Parishioners to communicate pertinent 

information and ensure that all required documentation is in place before the Presbyteral (Priests) Council 

meeting.  

 

The process of closing a church building is never to be taken lightly. These are not easy decisions and they 

weigh heavily on a Pastor’s heart. Our churches are sacred spaces where the human and divine meet. It is 

important to follow a process to make sure everyone has a thorough understanding of the situation and 

the needs of the parish while allowing time to plan and move forward.  

A Parish Assembly was held on Sunday, July 24 to inform parishioners of the final building 

recommendations. The two church buildings that are recommended to remain open are Most Blessed 

Sacrament Church and Our Lady of Victory Church. The immediate next steps in the process include: 

1. Completion of all necessary documentation, including petitions to close church buildings. This will be 

submitted to Bishop Zubik for his consideration.  
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2. Bishop Zubik will convene his Presbyteral (Priests’) Council for their counsel and input regarding the 

final building recommendations on August 11, 2022.  

3. After consulting with Presbyteral Council, the Vicars’ General, and his own prayerful discernment, 

Bishop Zubik will make the final decision regarding the petitions. 

4. If Fr. Lendvai’s recommendations are approved, Bishop Zubik will issue decrees officially relegating the 

church buildings to profane but not sordid use (meaning the churches will be permanently closed).  

5. Plans will begin to celebrate Closing Masses at each of the five churches. 

 

2. When will we know the Mass Schedule?  

If the Bishop approves Fr. Lendvai’s recommendation to close churches, the Mass schedule will certainly 

change. The Advisory Councils will give input to Fr. Lendvai and parishioners will be informed of proposed 

Mass time changes and have the opportunity to offer feedback on the recommendations. The Regional 

Vicar will then be informed of the proposed changes and the process used to inform the parishioners.  Our 

goal is to create a vibrant, sustainable, faith-filled parish community and having fewer Masses at fewer 

buildings will allow for more vibrant liturgies with more people in attendance at each of the Masses 

scheduled.  

 

3. What happens with the Clergy Team moving forward? 

At present, we have no knowledge of any planned changes to the Clergy Team. However, we should also 

note that the assignment of Clergy is always at the discretion and direction of the Diocesan Bishop who 

must constantly take into consideration the needs of the entire diocese. Clergy assignments are always 

subject to change based upon the needs of the diocese and Bishop Zubik always makes the final decisions. 

 

4. What will happen to the funds received from the sale of any parish buildings? 

The buildings are part of the patrimony of our parish and all monies received from any sale will remain in 

the parish. These funds will be used to reduce debt, provide needed maintenance and repairs, cover our 

operating expenses and provide the opportunity for us to invest financial resources in mission and 

ministry. Any sale of properties provides additional financial assets for the future of our parish family.  

 

5. Will we have time to celebrate a final Mass in any of the church buildings that might close in the future? 

The answer is YES. If and when the Bishop grants permission to close churches, he will provide the parish 

with a date of closure. Fr. Lendvai will begin working with councils to develop a plan so that all 

parishioners will have time to gather and to celebrate a closing Mass at each church. 

 

6. What is the complete list of all 22 parish buildings? 

A complete list of buildings will be posted to the parish website. 

 


